
Bicycling in Dayton – 2011 and Beyond…



Why Bicycling?



34% of Ohioans are overweight or obese

37% of children are overweight or obese
“Regional Pediatric Health Assessment” (Dayton Children’s Hospital, 2011)

For Health:  More Bikes=Less Obesity



For Roadway Safety: More Bikes=Safer Roads

“Evidence of Why Bike-Friendly Cities are Safer for All Road Users”
(Environmental Practice, March 2011)

In “Low Bicycling” cities, the study found that:

 Fatality rate for people in vehicles – four times higher

 Fatality rate for pedestrians – eight times higher

 Twice as many bike fatalities in low biking cities with fewer 
bicyclists compared to cities with more bicyclists

Hypothesis – More bicyclists = Lower speeds



For Economic Development:

More Bikes=Vibrant Economy

National bicycling industry annually contributes:

• $133 billion in economic activity

• Supports 1.1 million jobs (NV)

• Generates $17.7 billion in federal, state, & local taxes

• Bicyclists spend $46.9 billion on meals, transportation, lodging, 

gifts, and entertainment while on bike trips

“The Economic Benefits of Bicycle Infrastructure Investments” (Advocacy Advance Project, 2009)



For Jobs: More Bikes=Higher Employment

Bicycle and pedestrian projects create more jobs than road projects. 

For every $1 million spent:

• Road-only Projects = 7.8 jobs

• Bicycle & Pedestrian Only Projects = 8.4 jobs

• Multi-use Trail Projects = 9.6 jobs

• Pedestrian Only Projects = 9.9 jobs

• Bicycle Only Projects = 11.4 jobs

“Pedestrian and Bicycle Infrastructure: A National Study of Employment Impacts” (Political Economy Research Institute, 2011)



For Resident Attraction:

More Bikes=Desirable Neighborhoods

Nat. Assoc. of Home Builders & Nat. Assoc. of Realtors (2002)



To Stop “Brain Drain”: 

More Bikes=Quality of Life

KEY INSIGHTS

Post-grad decision based on job access AND quality of life

Those who connect with Dayton’s assets and amenities are 
MORE LIKELY to stay

Need to focus on DOWNTOWN VIBRANCY

YEAR THREE PRIORITY RECOMMENDATIONS

Build greater STREET BUZZ downtown

Create more MULTI-MODAL options



Bicycling in the City Today

BRONZE MEDAL COMMUNITY

COURTEOUS MASS RIDE

LIFE ENRICHMENT CENTER

BIKE SHOPPE

LIFE ENRICHMENT CENTER

SAFETYVILLAGE

FIVE RIVERS METROPARKS
CYCLING CLASSES/PROGRAMS

YELLOW BIKE PROGRAM

DAYTON RIVER RIDE

REGIONALTRAILS NETWORK

LIVABLE STREETS POLICY

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE

BIKES-ON-BUS

BIKE-TO-WORK DAY/MONTH

RIVERSCAPE BIKE HUB

MIAMIVALLEY CYCLING SUMMIT







Formalizes Dayton 
Bike/Walk Committee

Outlines Objectives and 
Projects to become 
Platinum Community by 
2025

-20 Objectives

-70+ Projects

Action Plan as opposed to 
Infrastructure Plan

Require public, private, 
and non-profit 
investments



The bicycle is commonly viewed as a legitimate, safe, 

reliable, meaningful, and convenient method of 

transportation in the City of Dayton for 

recreational, utilitarian, and commuting bicyclists 

of all skill levels.



What is on the horizon?

 New Bikeways

 Brown Street/SE Corridor Bikeway (2012)

 Steve Whalen Boulevard Bikeway (2013)

 E. Fifth Street & Hamilton Avenue Bikeway (2015)

 Helena Street/Keowee Street Bikeway (2016)

 Broadway Street Bikeway (2016)

 Upcoming Projects

 Trail Access Point Evaluation (CMAQ app)

 2040 MVRPC LRTP Project Submissions

 Downtown Bike Rack Project

 Bike Parking for Commuters



Thoughts to Take Away:

 Bicycling can (and should) be a viable transportation 

alternative in the City of Dayton

 Bicycling is important for the environment, physical fitness, 

job/school access, resident retention, and personal freedom.

 Bicycling is a driver of tourism and economic development

 Bicycling is safe and affordable FUN!!!
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